
2014 in West Africa was dominated by the tragedy of Ebola. 

Unfortunately the epidemic continues and our friends in the Madina community have not been spared. 

Ebola is in Madina and the surrounding villages. 

We are in daily contact with Father Henri  and Jacob (town councillor). They have told us; 

The deadly virus was unwittingly brought into to the community by a 

grandmother who attended a funeral in Freetown. 

 

When a member of a family is diagnosed with Ebola, the remainder of the 

household has to remain in isolation for 21 days. The household say 

goodbye to their loved one and the household contents are burnt. There is 

no compensation .They have no means of gaining access to food and 

water. Some families are hiding the dead because they 

cannot bear the consequences. 

 

People are so afraid. We have been told that the fear is 

greater than during the terrible civil war. At least during the 

civil war people could try and dodge the bullets. 
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Veronica had the opportunity of meeting with Father Henri during her recent visit to 

Sierra Leone. Two of the most pressing needs were identified:- 

 Culturally appropriate ebola information, advice and support for the              

communities in Madina and the surrounding villages. 

 Education for the children. The schools have been closed for 9 months. The younger children have told Father Henri that 

they are tired of playing and they want to learn their 1,2,3 and ABC. The number of teenagers becoming pregnant has 

increased. A shocking knock on effect of ebola is prostitution with young girls forced to sell their bodies for income. 

     The children have lost hope. 

The community proposed 2 initiatives and Help madina responded immediately by providing funding for. 

 A neighbourhood watch scheme—Over 200 local volunteers have been trained on ebola and are in 

the process of visiting every single household in Madina and the surrounding 143 villages. This pro-

ject is reaching over 40,000 people and aims to extinguish ebola at source. This is the only way in 

which ebola will be eradicated. 

   We are funding one motorbike to reach the more remote villages. 

   We are also providing food and clean water for the families in isolation. 

 Radio Education—The school teachers have organised a schedule for teaching over 5,000 children providing specific les-

sons for the different age groups. Children are given pencils and note books. Home work is set, the work is collected, 

marked and returned to the children with certificates of achievement. 

   This method of learning is not ideal but it is the best that can be done given the circumstances. 

Jacob and Father Henri are amongst the many unsung heroes in the fight against ebola and we feel immensely privileged to be 

making such a difference to the lives of so many. 

 



DO YOU KNOW THAT 

INSULIN IS NOT     

AVAILABLE IN SIERRA 

LEONE? 

A YOUNG PERSON 

WITH DIABETES HAS 

AN AVERAGE LIFE   

EXPECTANCY OF LESS 

THAN A YEAR. 

HELP MADINA IS     

PIONEERING A        

DIABETES CLINIC. 

FUNDING IS NEEDED 

TO BUY SUPPLIES OF 

LIFE SAVING INSULIN 

 HelpMadina is a registered charity that has the aim of improving the health 

and well being of the people living in the Madina district of Sierra Leone. This 

is  one of the poorest parts of the world with shocking health statistics :- 

 1 in 4 children will die before their 5th birthday 

 Average life expectancy for a man is 48 and for a woman is 50 

 A woman has a 1 in 8 chance of dying when pregnant  or in child birth 

 There are only about 70 doctors for the whole country  (Population 6 

million) 

               The situation has been made a lot worse with the EBOLA CRISIS. 

We need your continuing financial support for our projects. The money raised 

goes directly to the people who need it. There are no administrative costs and 

volunteers fund their own flights and accommodation. Thank you from          

Dr Rohit Sethi, Dr Veronica Sawicki and Viviane Brackenbury. 

                                     Some of our current projects  

How to donate: 

Cheque: Payable to Help Madina 
and sent to Laverton House, 
Fairford, Glos, GL7 4AB 

BACs: To the account of Help 

Madina, Acct No: 30381960                             

Sort Code: 30 - 80 - 95 

PayPal: Click the donate button 

on our web site 

Please contact us if you would 

like to make a standing order          

        www.helpmadina.org.uk 

 
Examples of what your 
donations can buy: 

Package of medicines for 

each child in the feeding  

centre 

£5 

Half a bag of rice - will feed 

the mothers and children of 

the feeding centre for 1 wk 

£10 

10 mosquito nets £15 

Cost of a cataract operation £25 

100 malaria testing kits £40 

Materials and building costs 

of a ventilation improved pit 

latrine 

£50 

Cost of building a community  

water well and hand pump 

£2000 

 

    Children’s    

Feeding Centre 

 Cataract Surgery 

   Help the Aged                           

     Clinics      Agriculture    

 

Repairing  Wells      

PLUS….. sanitation, chronic disease management,                      

and staff training 
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