
TONKO LIMBA/MADINA EBOLA UPDATE

Tonko Limba chiefdom is a chiefdom in Kambia District that consist of over 100 villages amongst 
which Madina is the administrative town. People in this communities are prdominantly farmers.
Following the out break of the disease , the entire chiefdom was free from it not untill on the 10th 
August, 2014. A sick capelambert worker escaped from a quarantined house in Lunsar and 
travelled to Madina to seek traditional medication. Before then, his blood specimen was already in 
the lab for test but no longer waited for the result than he left. Comrade capelambert workers in 
Madina upon arrival facilitated his movement to a village called Kambala for cure. His result was 
out in his absence and proved positive of the virus. He was traced and relocated back to Lunsar by 
an ambulance. This led to the quarantine of 25 persons in Kamabala and 6 capelambert workers in 
Madina. At the end of the 21 days quarantine period, none succumbed to the disease.

On the other hand, a six month old baby was ignorantly brought to the chiefdom in a village called 
Kasirie Mathatoi(5miles from Madina) by a grand mother after the mother of the child died of ebola 
in Freetown ( the capital city). 13 days later, that is on the 4th September,2014, the baby died of 
the ebola virus. The death of child drew the attention of medical staff. Therefore, 19 persons 
including women and children were quarantined, 5 died and 14 survived.

In another event, a woman born of wonkifore after her husband died of the ebola in Freetown 
travelled with her child to Madina. It was later comprehended that both of them had already 
contacted the virus before travelling. They spent three days in Madina. In the third day, the mother 
fall sick and displayed acute ebola symptoms and ran to the village, Wonkifore( 3miles form 
Madina). Two days later, the child died and was burried by family members, thus spreading the 
virus among them. It alarmed and health staff intervained. The mother of the child was taken to an 
isolation centre and proved positive of the ebola virus and was transfered to a treatment center in 
Freetown. This resulted to the quarantine of 42 persons in Wonkifore and 26 persons in Madina. 
Before the end of the quarantine period, we had one death case at Wonkifore and no death case in 
Madina.

Apparently, a taxi driver plying the route Madina and Kambia died of  ebola at the government 
hospital in kambia. He has stayed in Madina for quiet a long time. He had a fiancee, girl friends 
and male friends within the township. Infact, he has been interacting with pasengers as well. He fell 
sick with persistent vomiting and later complained sour throat. He was taken to a quake doctor who 
gave him dreep. But the situation worsen, and was taken to the goverment hospital in Kambia were 
he spent two days and died. It is believed that before his death through contact has transmitted the 
virus to the district medical superintendent who has also died of the virus and led to the quarantine 
of 40 nurses and medical staff in the hospital. presently, the only governmenf hospital in district has 
been closed. Contact tracing is presently going on in Madina for possible quarantine. We are 
expectecting not less than 65 persons to be quarantined in Madina.

In an other event, a native girl of Madina went to Freetown and came back sick. She was taken to 
the health centre in Madina. The nurses started administering treatment on her but noticed some 
symptoms
of ebola and called  for the specimen ambulance to come collect specimen from her. This did not 
go down well with the family. They attacted the nurses took the sick girl to the house and later to an 
unknown destination. This is worisome.

An other incident happened in Numea village. A sick woman came to the village for traditional 
medication. She was given treatment by the village herbalists but situation could not improve. They 
took the patient to a near by village called Mayefeh (three miles from Madina ) to a farmous 
herbalist for assistance were the patient eventually died. They escaped with the coups and burried 
it in the bush not even in the cemetry for fear of been prosicuted. Contact tracing is on going but 
suspected individuals has escaped to an unknown location.



In light of the above, one could clearly see the possibilities of the ebola disease claiming the lives 
of many Sierra Leoneans in this part of the country. Despite  the massive sensiutization programs 
by government, civil societies, etc our people are still reluctant to accept the existence of the ebola 
disease and adhear to the necessary precutions. One may not rule out the fact that mass illiteracy 
is responsible for this because 85% of the peopl are illiterate.

As aresult, government has strategised a new method which is to "to teach and educate citizens at 
grass root level their roles and responsibilities in the fight against the disease". And therefore has 
urged all organisations to contribute to this. As a charity it will be good enough to complement 
government effort in this drive in other to combart the spread of the virus.

Pray for us.

Best wishes
Jacob


