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An Account of the Current Ebola Epidemic in Sierra Leone

The Ebola outbreak in Sierra Leone has garnered attention all around the world; it’s been 
an uneasy few weeks and months for the local Sierra Leone communities. Everything has 
become upside down in Sierra Leone, the Ebola outbreak is causing the already 
devastated country even more damage. My country is dragging down, it is really, really 
difficult for Sierra Leoneans. It’s like 30 years backwards again. Everyone here is keen to 
do anything they can to stop the disease that’s threatening to unravel the whole society – 
it’s already made travel impossible, put an end to parties and funerals, closed schools and 
universities, made food prices rocket, and instilled suspicion and fear – of neighbours, 
friends and even family. There are no gatherings or naming ceremonies, people are even 
scared of going to church, people are afraid to do all the things that used to make them 
happy. Mothers no longer want to take their sick children to hospital in case they get sick; 
As a result, many of the children only arrive when they are so ill that it’s too late to save 
them. No one knows how many are dying at home from malaria – the biggest killer of 
under-fives in this area – or from the numerous other diseases in a country with the 
highest rate of child deaths in the world. I monitor my health minutely, is my headache 
from dehydration? , The sore throat from a chlorine overdose?  Am I burning up with fever, 
or is today hotter than usual? Three symptoms at the same time and you become an 
Ebola suspect.
Below shows some recent analysis of new confirm and death case by the ministry of 
health and sanitation as of 19th October, 2014
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